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Chapter 2
Population Figures, Demographics and Characteristics

The City of Pikeville, “Kentucky’s Mountain Treasure” is located in the most eastern
portion of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, in the state’s largest county in area, Pike
County. Pikeville covers 10,925 acres, or 17 square miles, and with a population of 6,295
(2000 Census Data), serves as a regional center for Pike County and the surrounding
Kentucky, West Virginia and Virginia area. Both Pikeville and Pike County are named
for General Zebulon M. Pike, distinguished soldier during the War of 1812 and explorer
who pioneered the Upper Big Sandy Region, among other parts of the country, in the
early 19* Century (he is also the namesake of Pike’s Peak in Colorado). Pike County
was established in 1921, the 70 county created in the Commonwealth, and Pikeville
was established in 1823 and incorporated a year later. In 1966 Pikeville received the
National Municipal League Look Magazine All America City Award, and since then has
been twice voted one of "The 100 Best Small Towns in America". Pikeville’s history is a
testament to the perseverance of it’s residents: the earliest settlers braved mountainous
terrain and isolation; during much of the 20" Century residents braved severe floods;
and to the last 40 years when the community has suffered the vacillations of the coal
industry. Throughout history, the City of Pikeville and its residents have met these
challenges and surmounted them, with creativity, determination and literally moving
mountains. (See City of Pikeville maps pages 18 and 19)

Population Trends:

Pikeville and Pike County, like most of eastern Kentucky, has seen a significant out-
migration and related population changes over the last 20 years. The most reliable data
over time comes from the US Census Data, with 2000 Census Data from tracts 9902,
9903, 9904 and 9905 as depicted on the map on page 20.



Pikeville Comprehensive Plan Update
April 2005

PIKEVILLE, KENTUCKY

o | LEGEND
e AN
/ PikeCounty

Federal Highway

Coal Run Village Kentuagr\{w\ —— State Highway
;?@J&k ) S —— Other Major Road
)} el /’/ ———— Stream
~ : i
; % _ River / Stream
< 2 V: ‘ Corporate Boundary

- _Elkhom City
ENPAN :

T Vicinity Map




Pikeville Comprehensive Plan Update
April 2005

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
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CENSUS TRACTS, 2000
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While the population of Kentucky overall increased by 9.7% from 1990 to 2000, the
population of Pike County declined 5.3% from 72,583 in 1990 to 68,736 in 2000 according
to Census data. From 1995 — 2000 there was a domestic net migration of —3,352 for Pike
County, indicating that more people left the county than entered it (Urban Studies
Institute, 2004). This movement was particularly significant among 20 — 24 year olds,
who had a 20.3% outmigration over those five years, and for 15 — 19 year olds who
followed with a 9.1% outmigration for that period. The City of Pikeville, despite
increased size via annexation, also saw a slight decline in population for the same
period, from 6,324 in 1990 to 6,295 in 2000. While the percent change is minimal (-0.5%),
the actual population figures for 2000 were significantly lower than the projection of
6,810 made in 1993. It is clear that the 1980 population spike will not be seen in the
County again.

TABLE 2-1
PIKEVILLE & PIKE COUNTY POPULATION
1940 - 2030
YEAR PIKEVILLE Pgﬁgﬁg; PIKE COUNTY Pgﬁfﬁgg PERCENT URBAN
1940 4,185 71,122 5.9%
1950 5,154 23.3% 81,154 14.1% 6.4%
1960 4,754 -7.8% 68,264 15.9% 7.0%
1970 4,576 -3.7% 61,059 -0.1% 7.5%
1980 4,756 3.9% 81,123 32.9% 5.9%
1990 6,324 33.0% 72,583 -10.5% 8.7%
2000 6,295 -0.5% 68,736 -5.3% 9.2%
2005 6,176 -1.9% 67,406 1.9% 9.2%
2010 6,003 -2.8% 65,532 2.8% 9.2%
2015 5,841 2.7% 63,777 2.7% 9.2%
2020 5,672 -2.9% 61,952 -2.9% 9.2%
2025 5,502 -3.0% 60,082 -3.0% 9.2%
2030 5,310 -3.5% 58,001 -3.5% 9.2%

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1940 - 2000
"Kentucky Population Projections" by Michael Price, Kentucky State Demographer
No population forecasts were available for Pikeville - calculations were based on Pike County percentages

Analysis and calculations of future projections see this downward trend continuing for
both the County and City: both are expected to decline steadily at a rate of 2.7 — 3.5%
each decade until 2030, projecting a population of only 5,310 by 2030. Some calculations
project even more significant decline, including the Kentucky State Data Center which
predicts Pike County’s population will decline as much as 5.4% over the next 10 years
and even more in the future, causing the numbers to return to levels last seen in the
1920’s. Pike County is currently 9.2% urban, which includes the cities of Pikeville,
Elkhorn City and Coal Run Village and this rate is not expected to change significantly.
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It is important to note that while Pike County like all of eastern Kentucky is usually
thought of as rural, in fact analysis reveals that the density based on persons per square
miles is significantly higher for Appalachian Kentucky and all of Appalachia, and
relatively high within the country (ARC data).

TABLE 2-2
PIKE COUNTY, BIG SANDY ADD & KENTUCKY
POPULATION TRENDS, 1970 - 2000

FLOYD 35,889 -13.4% 48,764 35.9% 43,586 -10.6% 42,441 -2.6%
JOHNSON 17,539 -11.2% 24,432 39.3% 23,248 -4.8% 23,445 0.8%
MAGOFFIN 10,443 -6.4% 13,515 29.4% 13,077 -3.2% 13,332 1.9%
MARTIN 9,377 -8.1% 13,925 48.5% 12,526 -10.0% 12,578 0.4%
PIKE 61,059 -10.6% 81,123 32.9% 72,583 -10.5% 68,736 -5.3%
ADD 134,307 -11.0% 181,759 35.3% 165,050 -9.2% 160,532 -2.7%

KENTUCKY | 3,218,706 5.9% 3,660,777 13.7% 3,685,296 0.7% 4,041,769 9.7%

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1940 - 2000

Age & Gender:

The City of Pikeville has consistently had more female than male residents, with 2000
Census Data reporting 53.9% female, a higher percentage than either Pike County
(51.2%) or the nation (50.9%). This gender distribution has remained fairly constant over
the last 30 years.

The population distribution by age reveals that 22.2% of residents are under 18 years,
and 15.4% is 65 years and older. This leads to a dependency ratio of 60.4, the ratio of
dependent persons (ages 0-17 and 65 and older) to productive persons (ages 18 — 64). If
the number of productive persons is more accurately calculated to exclude the 72.4% of
disabled persons ages 21 — 64 who are not employed, the dependency ratio is even
higher at 73.3. This figure reflects the ratio of what proportion of the population is able
to work and contribute to the community via taxes and other earnings-related
contributions, and what proportion of the population is limited in its ability to
contribute to the community but remains dependent on it for resources. As the
dependency ratio approaches 100, it indicates that the burden on the productive
taxpayers to support a growing number of dependent persons increases. Thus, as the
number of elderly persons increases proportionally in the population, and retirement
and disability force them out of the ranks of productive workers, the ratio will naturally
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increase. This means that the burden on middle age workers will increase — fewer
people will bear the costs of supporting an increasingly dependent population.

TABLE 2-3
PIKE COUNTY & PIKEVILLE
POPULATION BY SEX, 1970 — 2000

PIKEVILLE PIKE COUNTY
MALE % FEMALE % MALE % FEMALE %
1970 2,098 45.8% 2,478 54.2% 30,099 49.3% 30,960 50.7%
1980 2,174 45.7% 2,582 54.3% 40,044 49.4% 41,079 50.6%
1990 2,867 45.3% 3,457 54.7% 35,490 48.9% 37,093 51.1%
2000 2,901 46.1% 3,394 53.9% 33,509 48.8% 35,227 51.2%

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1940 — 2000

The median age for the City is rising: in 1970 it was 28.5, but by 2000 it had risen to 36.1,
comparable to increases in the median age for both Pike County and the nation.

However, the median ages

of both other incorporated TABLE 2-4

cities within Pike County PIKEVILLE, PIKE COUNTY & KENTUCKY

was significantly higher: MEDIAN AGE, 1970 - 2000

Coal Run Village reports a YEAR PIKEVILLE PIKE COUNTY KENTUCKY
median age of 43.5 and 1970 28.5 25.9 27.5
Elkhorn Clty reports 4.4..7, 1980 31.6 271 291
both  higher than the 1990 33.1 324 33.0
county as a whole and 2000 36.5 37.1 35.9
Pikeville in particular.

The migration data for soyrce: U.S. Census of Population, 1970 - 2000
1995 — 2000 indicates that

the only age groups that demonstrated a net gain in population for Pike County during
that period are 70 — 74 year olds (a net gain of 0.63%) and 75-79 year olds (a net gain of
0.83%). The gender distribution among the elderly segment of the population is
significant: there are more than twice as many females 65 and older as males, and
females 65 and older comprise 10.5% of the overall population with males 65 and older
at 5.9%. As the population continues to age over the next 40-50 years this may create a
larger gap in the gender ratio within the City and County as women tend to live longer
than men, and the particular needs of single elderly women may need to be considered
in the future. (See graphs, page 25.)

Already, Pikeville has a higher percentage of elderly 65 and older at 15.4% than Pike
County (12.3%), the five-county Big Sandy region (12.0%), the state (12.6%) or the nation
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(12.4%). The increasing median age for the City creates particular social, economic and
physical needs of concern: increased demand for medical and social services, more
accessible transportation services, a declining labor force and declining earnings and tax
base, and the demand for more varied and accessible housing are all anticipated. While
the proportion of elderly is higher in Pikeville than other places, the percentage of
children under the age of 19 is comparable at 26.7% to rates for the County (26.4%), the
Region (27.1%) and the State (27.8%). The proportion of teenagers ages 15 — 19 and
young adults ages 20 — 24 is notably higher at 8.7% and 8.5%, respectively, than the
percentages for the County, the Region or the State, and is likely due in part due to the
presence of Pikeville College and the Pikeville College of Osteopathic Medicine.

TABLE 2-5
PIKEVILLE, PIKE COUNTY, BIG SANDY ADD & KENTUCKY
POPULATION BY AGE, 2000
AGE PIKEVILLE PIKE COUNTY BIG SANDY ADD KENTUCKY

Under 5 years 398 6.3% 4,174 6.1% 9,944 6.2% 265,901 6.6%
5to 9 years 346 5.5% 4,499 6.5% 10,615 6.6% 279,258 7.0%
10 to 14 years 390 6.2% 4,589 6.7% 11,082 6.9% 279,481 7.0%
15 to 19 years 545 8.7% 4,871 7.1% 11,845 7.4% 289,004 7.2%
20 to 24 years 536 8.5% 4,444 6.5% 10,465 6.5% 283,032 7.1%
25 to 34 years 791 12.6% 9,592 14.0% 22,395 14.0% 568,108 14.2%
35 to 44 years 965 15.3% 11,018 16.0% 25,544 15.9% 642,665 16.0%
45 to 54 years 828 13.2% 10,385 15.1% 23,960 14.9% 526,932 13.1%
55 to 59 years 269 4.3% 3,684 5.4% 8,417 5.2% 204,483 5.1%
60 to 64 years 257 4.1% 3,032 4.4% 7,062 4.4% 168,112 4.2%
65 to 74 years 490 7.8% 4,899 7.1% 10,935 6.8% 273,943 6.8%
75 to 84 years 346 5.5% 2,815 4.1% 6,383 4.0% 172,589 4.3%
85 years and over 134 21% 734 1.1% 1,885 1.2% 58,261 1.5%

Median age (years) 36.5 37.1 36.6 35.9

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 2000
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Racial Composition/Ethnicity:

The population of both Pikeville and Pike County remains fairly homogenous, as is true
for most of eastern Kentucky, with the population being overwhelmingly Appalachian
Caucasian. However, the non-white population for the City increased to 7% in 2000
Census Data from 4.1% in 1990 and 3.7% in 1980, while remaining extremely low (1.5%)
for the County. Despite this relatively low rate, the needs of non-white residents must
be considered, especially since it is apparent that they will chose to live in the City rather
than the County. Within the non-white population, the majority (44.3%) is African
American, with two or more races listed as the next greatest population (32.6%). The
African American population, while still the majority of the non-white population, has
decreased over the last two decades proportionally to the increase in Asian and
Hispanic/Latino populations. The Hispanic or Latino population is reported to be
increasing slightly, at 1.4% in 2000 up from 0.3% in 1990, and may be under-represented
as migrant laborers may not have been accurately counted.

TABLE 2-6
PIKEVILLE
NON-WHITE POPULATION, 1980 — 2000
1980 1990 2000 *
# % # % # %

African American 169 96.6% 183 70.4%
American Indian 6 3.4% 9 3.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 0 0.0% 45 17.3%
Other 0 0.0% 4 1.5%
Hispanic 0 0.0% 19 7.3%
Black or African American alone 192 44.3%
American Indian and Alaska Native alone 17 3.9%
Asian alone 48 11.1%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 0.0%
Some other race alone 35 8.1%
Two or more races 141 32.6%
Total Non-White Population 175 100.0% 260 100.0% 433 100.0%
Percent of Total Population 3.7% 4.1% 7.0%

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1980 - 2000

* The 2000 census changed the method of counting race - a responder could indicate more than one race
for this table the response white only is subtracted from the total population to arrive at the non-white
population.
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TABLE 2-7
PIKEVILLE, PIKE COUNTY & KENTUCKY
NON-WHITE POPULATION, 1980 — 2000

1980 1990 2000 *
# % # % # %
Pikeville 175 3.7% 260 4.1% 433 7.0%
Pike County 472 0.6% 715 1.0% 1,056 1.5%
Kentucky 293,464 7.9% 402,601 10.0%

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1980 — 2000
* The 2000 census changed the method of counting race - a responder could indicate more than one race
for this table the response white only is subtracted from the total population to arrive at the non-white population.

Family & Household Characteristics:

Based on 2000 Census Data, Pikeville is comprised of 57.8% family households, with the
average family size in Pikeville in 2000 at 2.88, a decline from the 1990 average size of
3.14. Families are defined by the Census as persons living in the same household who
are related by blood, marriage or adoption. The percentage of family households
declined in Pikeville from 64.8% in 1990, while the number of female-headed families
(no husband present) increased to 14.5% over the same period. The marriage rate for the

TABLE 2-8
PIKEVILLE
HOUSEHOLDS AND POPULATION PER HOUSEHOLD, 1970 - 2030
YEAR POPULATION QSEISTUE';S HOUSEHOLDS Pﬁggggﬁoﬁ’_%R
1970 4,576 296 1,547 289
1980 4,756 278 1,825 2.45
1990 6,324 387 2,552 233
2000 6,295 512 2,705 2.14
2010 6,003 512 2,566 214
2020 5,672 512 2,411 214
2030 5,310 512 2,242 214

Source: U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1970 - 2000
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city is 69% but 47.6% report being married but presently separated, leaving only 21.4%
of the population married and actually living together. Interestingly, the rate of divorce
is lower than the national rate, at only 12.9%. The majority of once-married, now single
residents are female: 10.4% are widowed females, and another 8.3% are divorced
females, compared to only 1.8% and 4.6% males in those respective categories.

Female headed families also tend to have a younger children: 19.2% of female headed
families have children under six years of age, compared to 13.3% of married couple
families. In addition, the burden of caring for related children who are not their own
seems to fall disproportionately to female-headed families: 11.9% of children living in
female-headed families are related but not the children of the female head of house (i.e.
grandchildren, nieces/nephews, younger siblings, cousins, etc.); only 1.4% of children
living in married couple families fall into that category. The number of grandparents
caring for grandchildren also appears to be increasing, with 63.8% of grandparents who
reside with grandchildren also being responsible for them. Perhaps more notable, while
the percentage of families within the city dropped by seven percentage points in a
decade, the number of householders 65 and over increased from 14.6% to 16.3% over the
same period. As the population ages this trend is likely to continue with a smaller
proportion of families and a larger proportion of elderly householders.

TABLE 2-9
PIKEVILLE
TENURE BY HOUSEHOLD SIZE, 2000
OWN % RENT % TOTAL

Total Occupied Units 1,283 47.4% 719 52.6% 2,705
1 person households 337 48.9% 352 51.1% 689
2 persons households 440 69.0% 198 31.0% 638
3 persons households 250 71.4% 100 28.6% 350
4 persons households 180 81.4% 41 18.6% 221
5 persons households 65 89.0% 8 11.0% 73
6 persons households 9 69.2% 4 30.8% 13
7 + persons households 2 8.3% 22 91.7% 24

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 2000

Between 1990 and 2000 the number of households increased 6% from 2552 to 2705 but
household size decreased from 2.33 persons per household to 2.14, a change of -8.2%.
In fact, household size has been steadily declining since 1970 when it was 2.89 and
smaller households are significantly more numerous in the city: 39% of all household are
single persons, 29.3% are two person households, 16.6% are three person households,
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and the remaining 15.1% are households of four persons or more. Pikeville has seen an
increase in the number of elderly householders as well: in 2000 16.3% of householders
were 65 and older, up from 14.6% in 1990. The total number of households with
individuals 65 and over is also rising to 26.9% in 2000.

The overall rate of home ownership within the City is relatively low: less than half of
occupied units are owner-occupied, at 47.4%. Home ownership is most restricted
among single person households (only 48.9% own), and households of seven persons or
more (only 8.3% own).

Educational Attainment:

Educational attainment for Pikeville is lower than the state and national averages, but
commensurate with rates for the county and region. Within the city, 69.4% of persons 25
and over are high school graduates or higher, while 26.2% have a bachelor’s degree or
higher, although only 12.6% have a graduate or professional degree. However, these
numbers are improving: in 1990 50.2% of the same age group were high school
graduates or higher and 7.7% had a graduate or professional degree.

Pikeville College, located within the City, offers high-quality baccalaureate education
and Big Sandy Community and Technical College provides Associate degrees in many
areas as well as credits that can be transferred to a four-year institution. The
establishment of the Pikeville College School of Osteopathic Medicine is a tremendous
boon to the City, and to date more than 200 doctoral degrees in osteopathic medicine
have been awarded.

TABLE 2-10
PIKEVILLE, PIKE COUNTY & KENTUCKY
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, 2000

PIKEVILLE PIKE COUNTY KENTUCKY
Less than 9th grade 674 16.5% 9,853 21.3% 309,293 11.7%
9 - 12th, No diploma 575 14.1% 7,724 16.9% 375,707 14.2%
High School Graduate 816 20.0% 15,840 34.3% 888,277 33.6%
Some College, No degree 809 19.8% 6,503 14.1% 490,170 18.5%
Associate degree 141 3.4% 1,584 3.4% 129,481 4.9%
Bachelor's Degree 565 13.8% 2,454 53% 271,418 10.3%
Graduate or Professional Degree 507 12.4% 2,075 46% 182,051 6.9%

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 2000
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Income & Poverty:

Based on 2000 Census Data the median income for Pikeville was $22,026, with 25% of
households in the $50,000 - $74,999 range and only 10% of households with an income of
$100,000 or above. The median family income (excluding single-person households) is
higher at $36,792, but 17% of families live in households earning less than $10,000 per
year and 15.7% earn more than $100,000. The median income reflects income from all
sources, and more complete data is gleaned from breaking out households by type of
income: the mean earning income (that income earned from wages) is, as expected,
significantly higher at $56,366. The mean retirement income is $14,758, the mean income
from social security income is very low at $9,988, and the mean income from
Supplemental Security Income is even lower at $5,455. In addition, the difference in
earnings for men and women is significant: median income for full time male workers is
$42,298 while it is less than half that for females at $19,306. When considering the
number of female-headed households, especially those with young children, this
discrepancy means that there are clearly more women and children in poverty. In fact,
21.2% of families were considered to be living in poverty, and 49.3% of female-headed
families. The number of elderly living in poverty is also cause for concern: 15.8% of
those 65 and older are living in poverty.





